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+ “fhe Virgin President,” 


seurrently playing at the 
Capitol Hill -— and being*ad- 
ivertised in this paper and 
‘others as “The Presi- 
dent” presumably to protect 
‘public morals while serving 
‘to inspire public risibility — 


‘is a pitifwly incompetent ° 
‘political satire about an ine - 


.nocent chief executive and 
‘his corrupt advisors. To- 


_ ‘gether, immocence and cor 


‘ruption combine to ruin the . 
tcountry not for just a term,, 


‘a: decade or 4 gencration, ° ; 6 
». Committee: 


but once and for all. 
S\the film was slapped ‘to- 
ether last year by several 


‘alumni of The Second City. 


“The major share of blame 
probably belongs to Severn 
Darden, 
story: and has overestimated 
his talent to the tunc of four 
roles, including the central 


‘one of the virgin -whatshis- - 
‘name, Far from picking up © 


where Alec Guinness and 
Peter Sellers left off, Dar- 


den wears out his welcome . 


jin record time: each new 
disguise seems more inept 
‘than the last. rr ‘ 


; Years ago Fernandel had : 


‘one of his best roles as a 
‘young village lout who is 
‘chosen the queen of an an- 
‘nual religious fostival  be- 
cause all the girls in town 
seem to 
“pal qualification—virginity. 
‘Subsequently, the innocent 
male went to Paris and 


found out -what the ‘girls. 


-knew. ; 
“+ “The Virgin 
‘framed as a documentary 


‘about the decline and fall of . 
seems that dure" 
semi-monarchical © 
the old’ President «A bit of disinterested orftl-» 
died and was succeeded by 
his son, a 35-year-old inno-. ; 


\America, It 
ing = some 
‘future, 


ieent, Once in power, the 
‘new President is used in a 
\ variety ‘of farcical ways by 


his scheming Cabinet offi- 


icials. One of the major 


euhemes involves an attempt 
\to marry 


him off to the 
; daughter 


‘cated tn the ways of tho 
iworld, doomaday Is upon Us, 
{The concept isn't unprome 
cfaing, but it’s b 
, roughly. bungled, 
teally, “The Virgin Presi 
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. by Dard 


who devised the . 


; gary adjustments. 


~’ member 


of the Chinese, 
‘Prime Minister. By the time:. 
ithe Innocent has been edu. 


stylistl- ; 
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“THE VIRGIN PRESIDENT.” Pra-- 
duced by Severn Darden, Graeme: 
Ferguson and Jim Hubbard. Directed 
and Photographed by Ferguson. Story 
.by Darden and Ferguson, Music by. 
Telil {to, Released by New Line Clne~ 
ma. 71 minutes, No rating. 


THE CAST 3 
eS Severn Darden 
cine Richard Neuweiler 


Wam Salvo visser ndraw Duncan 
DOK Stel we Louis Walon 
wa Mugdbaty “ree ai 7 
Rutherford Melon . Paul Benedict 
Mary MUMora “ee neee udie Bond 
on Clausewitz “"'"" Anthony Holland, 
Chinese Prima Minister Conrad Yama 
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sis of “A Session with The: 

Instead - of}. 

‘seeing the achieved, end re- 

‘ sults of improvisional com-~ 
edy, we see the humble be-i 
ginnings—characters ‘and | 

‘ situations that remain to be ! 
‘thought out and developed ; 

‘and rehearsed and then’ 


- tested out on an audience in , 


order to gauge the, effective: ? 
ness and make the neces: | 


The improvisation here is i 


: just so much preliminary ! 


hacking around. The actors, ; 


who don’t know what to cx-, 


“spect or where they’re going, ! 
keep getting in each other's F 
_ way, making a shambles of } 
‘dhe: other guy's specialty. | ; 
‘Darden, the most important | ~~ 
the » troupe, i 


of 
“.seems to have the worst ; 


: prainstorms and the worst} |. 


have lost the princi.’ Sense of timing, 


4 


4 
It's amazing to learn that 4 


» the film was cut to 71 min-3- 
“‘Yutes from better than 20° 
‘; hours’ of exposed footage. % 
. * ‘Are we supposed to con; : 
President” ig |) clude that director Graeme ; a 
! Ferguson didn't know which 


\ 


scenes were the funny ones: 
or that there were no funny | 
scones? ! 


“ism from outsiders might/ 


- have spared everyone a lot. 
1, of grief, The filmakers .no; 


doubt consider their mate-: 


‘orjal timely because they've; 
” thrown a few haymakers at 
\yAmerican politics and pre-' 


idiected a nucicar holocaust’ 


‘ “with details borrawed from 


“ya{l-Safe”), Unfortunately, 
neither the people nor the 
mnie are thuely cnough., 
‘he best performer in the: 


‘film is Andtew Duncan as! 


tha Secretary of Defense, | 


wo fis eyes and the cork 


proved. For Rieléase 2OUs/o4ny's 
: t % 


> of his mouth remind, us 0 i 
* dont” represents the antithes..Sceretary Laird, +: 


rd 


: “The Virgin President” dies 


' ignore specific targets are 


_ movie 
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ce c til out, even. 
iz the jokes were just as.4 
bumptious and the direction 
_just as disorganized, As it is, é 
from a want of specific ref- j 
erences and caricatures, } 


i 


The film probably needs } 


“all the gratuitous publicity | 
it can get, including the cen-) . 
sorship of titles and ad copy * 


hy family newspapers. One * 
of the movie’s obvious limi-:i 
tations is that it doesn’t 
begin to rival the real thing.': 
Now that ° Vice-President :' 
Agnew is busy restoring and) 


“expanding the image of his + 


office that first delighted ,; 
the 


ae 


‘Sing,” political satirists who 


i] 
‘ 
: 


“VA 
id 


simply heing foolish. 
It’s likely that 


if this: 


today, the concept of the, 
President and the Presiden-; 
tial succession would have. 
to be changed to accommo-' 


date Agnew’s. personality. « 


And' in every ‘conceivable: 
“ way—art, humor, box office} . 
—it would be-a change for: 
the bettera:s{iivsw than kal 


nation when Victor i. 
Moore did it in “Of Thee Lj y 


were ~ being made. 
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